
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to the Greater Appalachian Llama and  

Alpaca Association’s 26th Conference 
November 7-10. 2013 

The Century House, Latham NY (near Albany) 

 

This year’s conference is overflowing with workshops and activities to benefit everyone – new and 
old members!   There will be new topics as well as well as some familiar ones.  John Mallon will 
share his training methods, including haltering animals and loading them into a trailer.  Tami Lash 
will provide helpful hints and information on training your animals for the challenging                
performance classes, as well as giving perspective from a Judges view.  Dr Long from the Morris 
Animal Foundation will be discussing critical cria care, health, and nutrition for your llamas.        
Dr Kristy Brown will cover internal and external parasites, geriatric lamas, packing, and also show 
us her well known Conformation presentation. Dan and Dale Goodyear will share the fun of  
llamas with you, and give advice on decision making on the farm. 

Have you ever wondered if your truck and trailer are compliant with the rules of the road? We will 
have an eye opening workshop that will surprise even the veteran llama owners, a must on your list 
if you travel with your camelids.  We will also have workshops on photography, llama cart driving, 
farm camps, llamas as therapy, make your own training jumps, and the well-known Professional 
Panel.   

The fiber rooms will have “Make & Take” projects, along with some exciting new classes. We have 
excited instructors to teach you to learn to spin, knit, weave, paint with wool, and more or enhance 
the skills you already have!  We are also excited to have Judy Ross, ILR-ALSA Fleece  submitting 
for competition. 

Each year this conference is made possible by the generosity of others, so please consider becom-
ing a sponsor. This is going to be an exciting conference and we would love for you to be present 
either in body, spirit (in other words ‘sponsoring’) or BOTH! 
 

On behalf of the entire 2013 GALA Conference committee we look forward to seeing you at this 
year's conference. 



"Lamas On Parade," the 2013 Annual Conference 

of the Greater Appalachian Llama & Alpaca Association will be held at 
The Century House, Latham/Albany NY. The hotel has reserved a block 
of rooms on a first come, first served basis until October 8, 2013. The 
Century House Hotel offers deluxe overnight accommodations, with 
each guest receiving a complimentary hot buffet breakfast every morn-
ing. We proudly offer a 100 percent smoke-free facility with inviting 
and soothing decor. Be sure to state that you are with GALA when you 
make your reservations.   
We have one great price of $99.99 plus tax per night for single or dou-
ble rooms if booked by October8th.  
Check-in is 3:00 p.m. and check-out is by 12:00 p.m..    
The Century House…. 518- 213-4345 
 
Due to the excitement and demand for the GALA Conference, The 
Century House is full. GALA has Contracted more rooms at the beautiful 
Comfort Inn next door to The Century House. The GALA rate at The 
Comfort Inn will be $92.00 per night. As part of the Comfort Suites 
offering...breakfast is included, Free WiFi in the Guest rooms and in the 
Lobby Check In 3:00pm……..Check Out 11:00am 
Just call 518-785-0000 to make reservations. 
The Comfort Inn, located next door to The Century House, is a very 
short and easy walk through the joined parking lots. The hiking trail, 
which may be used for the planned packing class, goes behind both 
hotels. We encourage you to call the Comfort Inn to book your room for 
this year’s GALA Conference 

 

Transportation 

The Century House and Comfort Inn are in a convenient location in Lat-
ham, NY,  just minutes from downtown Albany, the Albany International 
Airport, and the Rensselaer Amtrak Station. The Century House does 
offer free transportation to and from the Albany International Airport, 
the Albany-Rensselaer Train Station, and the Albany Greyhound Bus 
Station. Normal complimentary shuttle hours for The Century House are 
7 a.m. – 11 p.m., reservations required. Please call hotel front desk to 
arrange for shuttle needs, outside normal shuttle hours. 
Directions 
From North and South: Take I-87 (Adirondack Northway) to exit 7. Fol-
low signs to Route 9 Latham. Turn right at light. Take Route 9 North. 
Hotel is one mile on right. From East and West: Take I-90 (New York 
Thruway) exit 24 to I-87 (Adirondack Northway) exit 7. Follow signs for 
Route 9 North. Hotel is one mile on right. More detailed directions can 
be found on this website….  
http://thecenturyhouse.com/stay/map-and-directions/ 
 

Conference Registration 

Full Conference registration times: Thursday 4:00-7:00 p.m. & Friday 
7:00-7:55 a.m. Partial Package Conference registration times: Saturday 
7:00-7:55 a.m. & Friday from 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
You will receive a name tag at registration, (which reflects the name and 
farm name as they appear on your registration form). 
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOUR NAME TAG WILL INSURE YOUR ADMIT-
TANCE TO ALL SESSIONS AND MEALS. WEAR IT TO ALL CONFERENCE 
FUNCTIONS. 
A limited number of individual meal tickets will be available for Confer-
ence attendees who are expecting a guest for Saturday night's banquet. 
Inquire at the registration table when you check in for the Conference. 
Hotel registration must be done at the main desk of  The Century 
House, which is accessed through the lower back parking lot.  
 

What to Bring  

Please bring suitable attire for the outdoor sessions, remembering that 
the Conference is in early November. Any classes with hands-on animal  
demonstrations will be held outdoors, rain or shine. The hotel has a  

walking trail located behind the hotel, so remember to bring comforta-
ble walking shoes. 

 

GALA Membership Dues  

If you have overlooked paying your annual membership dues or are 
new to GALA, please include your dues payment with your Conference 
registration form. GALA dues are $40 yearly. The year runs from Janu-
ary 1 –December 31st.  Check the space under Join or Renew GALA 
membership on the registration form. 
 
Special for this year only  new non-members wishing to join GALA may 
do so when registering for the 2013 GALA conference for the cost of 
$40. This membership will run from September 1, 2013 – December 31, 
2014. If you do not wish to join GALA, non-member conference 
registrations are available, but will cost $50 more per person than 
member conference registrations. 
 

Calendars for Sale 

GALA calendars were such a hit last year that it was decided to offer 
them again this year. The 2014 Calendars from GALA will feature GALA 
llamas at work, at play, on duty, and simply being clever and adorable. 
Must be pre-ordered on your Registration form. $15 each. 
To submit photos for consideration see additional informational page in 
this packet. 
 

Farm Product Displays 

Farm/Product displays are an excellent way to advertise. Each 18" x 8' 
space is $60. A table is provided, but you must bring your own exten-
sion cord If you want electricity. Be sure to circle "Electric" under Exhib-
its — Farm/Products Display on the registration form (Not all spaces 
have access to electricity.) 
There are a limited number of farm/product display spaces so they will 
be on a first come, first served basis. Set up begins 4:00 p.m. Thursday. 

 

Vendor Space  

Vendor Space 10x10 per space.  This year we have an extremely 
 large vendor room, which will allow vendors to purchase more than 
one space. Vendors will be located in the White Ballroom. Each space is 
approximately 100 sq. ft. Not all spaces will have a solid back wall so 
plan accordingly. Each vendor space will be provided with two tables 
and two chairs. Electricity will be available upon request (first come, 
first served) but you must bring your own extension cords.  
Vendors may purchase the Conference Notebook for $20. 
For more information contact Kelly Ralph at 631-924-1602 
or lazyllamaranch@optonline.net 
Vendor set up is Thursday 4:00-7:00 p.m. Vendors must be set up by 
10:00 p.m. Thursday. Break down may begin after lunch on Sunday 
unless special circumstances apply. 
 

This year we are continuing to offer a separate complete 
Conference meals package for vendors. Cost is $180 per person in-
cludes the following: Thursday Ice Breaker, Friday and Saturday lunch 
and dinner, Sunday lunch, and all scheduled breaks and events sched-
uled during meals. Breakfast is included if you are a registered hotel 
guest. Check the Full Meals Only Package space under EXHIBITS on the 
registration form. 
Individual Meal Tickets for Vendors 
A limited number of individual meal tickets will be available for vendors 
not purchasing the Full Meals only Package. Inquire at the registration 
table when you check in for the Conference. 
 

Farm Banners 

Farm banners are welcome and will be hung on a first come first served  
basis, where space allows. Be sure to drop off your banners at the  

http://thecenturyhouse.com/stay/map-and-directions/
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Conference registration table when you arrive and include identify-
ing information on the back of your farm banner 

 

Conference T-Shirts 

This year we will be selling conference T-shirts and sweatshirts!   
They will be purple with a white conference logo and will need to be 
pre-ordered.  The cost per T- shirt is as follows:  
S, M, L, XL $12.00,  XXL  $14.00.   
Sweatshirts  S, M, L, XL $25.00 XXL $27.00  
If you are interested you need to preorder as we will only have a 
limited number of T-shirts available at the conference and no extra 
sweatshirts. 
 

Sponsorship  

Each year this conference is funded through the generosity of mem-
ber and the organizations that they do business with. This year 
please consider becoming a sponsor (see registration form and the 
GALA website www.galaonline.org for additional information). Each 
sponsor no matter how big or small contributes to making the con-
ference a success. 
 
 

Fundraising Donations 

GALA prides Itself on donating funds to Camelid medical research 
and government relations each year as a result of our fundraising 
which takes place during the Conference. A very small percent of 
the funds raised is retained for the GALA operating budget. Please 
consider giving in one of the following ways: 
— Donate items for the Live Auction, Silent Auction, and Raffle Auc  
     tion. 
— Donate money directly to GALA. 
— Set aside money to spend at the Conference in the various fund        
     raisers, including the 50/50 Raffle and those listed above. 
— Offer your time to help. We need volunteers to act as Speaker       
     Hosts and to help set-up on Thursday and break down on Sunday. 
Why not consider teaming up with a few friends to donate a larger 
Item to the live auction such as; a digital scale, clippers, spinning 
wheel, weaving loom, carder, art work, computer software, llama-
chute, catch panels, medical supplies, birthing kit, microscope, cen-
trifuge, pack saddle, blower, camera for trailer or bam, automatic 
waterer, etc. These are just a few suggestions. Think about it! 
To help us keep track of donations being made, please complete the 
Conference Fundraising section on the registration form. If you are 
unable to bring your item to the conference, send it to:  

Cynthia Barkman by November 5th, 159A East Valley Brook Road, 
Long Valley, NJ 07853, phone 908-876-4919  

 

 

Photo Contest 

Don't forget to enter the Photo Contest! It's easy... 
— Photographer must be a GALA member and an amateur 
— Each Photographer may submit two entries per category 
— Each entry must contain a camelid or some identifiable portion of      
     a Camelid 
— $7.00 per photo, check payable to GALA Conference 2013 
— Categories: Children's, Portrait, Full Body, At Work, Interacting    
      with People, Comedy, General, Crias, Black & White, and Altered    
      Images. 
For more information about size, mattes, entry fees, and display see 
the August, 2013 issue of the GALA newsletter. 
 
 

Send envelopes marked: "Photo Handle w/Care" to: GALA Photo Contest: 
Robert Patterson, Turtle Hill Farm,  

208 Grassy Hill Road, East Lyme, CT 06333. 
DEADLINE FOR JUDGING: October 25, 2013 
 

Bring your Snowman Entries  

Start planning now for the Table Top Snowman Contest!   
Bring your entries with you to the conference. 
Guidelines:  Snowman must include some camelid fiber and be 10” or 
smaller.  Snowmen will be used as decorations during the conference, and 
will be auctioned off at the fund-raiser. 
 

Conference Notebook Advertising 

The GALA Conference Notebook is a valuable resource and therefore, a 
good advertising investment for your farm or business. Even if you cannot 
attend the Conference, it's a great way to get your name out there. Please 
consider placing an ad; it will benefit both you and GALA. If you've never 
advertised before, Mary Ledoux will walk you through it and help design a 
simple advertisement for you - no charge. Please fill out the enclosed  
Conference Notebook Advertising Application making your check payable 
to GALA Conference 2013 and mail to the address on the form. You may 
also snail mail your check and application and submit your ad via email. 
Advertising deadline is September 21, 2013 
 

The Gayle Garrison Fiber Room  

Learn to grade, card, spin, knit, weave, crochet, wet felt and needle felt. 
Plus lots of "Make & Take" projects. Bring your own yarn for personalized 
make and take projects, from yarn painting, felting, to weaving and many 
more! 
Donations of llama yarn are needed in the fiber room, donations of 10 
good size skeins of various colors are needed. If you can help please con-
tact Teri Conroy at maxspot@aol.com or call 518-861-6612 
 

Fiber Evaluation  

Send in 3 oz. of raw, clean camelid fiber (do not wash) and get back a 2 oz. 
handspun skein of yarn from your fiber and a written evaluation from Judy 
Ross/ALSA-ILR fleece judge, as well as an evaluation from our talented 
hand spinners.   
Please fill out the Fiber Evaluation Application located in this packet mak-
ing your check payable to GALA Conference 2013 and mail to the address 
on the form.  For more information, contact Teri Conroy at 
maxspot@aol.com or call 518-861-6612.  Samples MUST be postmarked 
by September 1, 2013. 
 

Animal Tent 

We encourage you to bring your animals for hands-on workshops well as 
for public exhibition and the Parade on Saturday.  It is understood that 
animals brought to the conference may be used for demonstration in 
workshops.  Llamas and Alpacas will be housed during the day under a 
tent located in the upper parking lot.   

You will need to bring your own feed, hay, straw, and panels.  No more 
than 2 adults: 3 yearlings: or 3 alpacas may be placed in each stall during 
the day.  Aisle space is not to be used for display purposes.  You will be 
responsible for cleaning up after your animals during and after the confer-
ence.  Electricity will not be available, but water will be nearby.  There 
is no security and all animals will need to be stalled in their trailer at 
night.  Animals must be checked in by 10 pm on Thursday, November 7 
(except for Parade animals brought in on Saturday).  Space is limited and is 
on a first come basis.  Private sales will be permitted.  All animals must be 
accompanied by a health certificate.  (See New York health regulations 
below).  If you intend to bring animals you must have your information in 
prior to October 1, 2013.  If you have questions or for further details 
please contact Marsha Canfield by email at marsharcanfield@aol.com. 

mailto:maxspot@aol.com
mailto:maxspot@aol.com


LAMA PARADE 

Everyone is humming to the beat of the drums!  The conference is 
right around the corner.  And as the name implies, there will be a 
parade to show off our wonderful companions....llamas, alpacas, and 
hopefully a camel or two. The goal is to introduce the public to the 
camelid family, starting with the lama parade.  So I am asking our 
attendees this:  are you interested in participating in the parade?  If 
so, are you willing to bring a lama or two?   

If you are unable to bring a lama but still want to participate, there 
are a couple of farms that are willing to bring a few extra lamas.   

There will be a prize for the best costume!!   Those bringing in ani-
mals for the lama parade on Saturday will be working from their 
trailers. Please contact Donna Zurstadt at sniperllama@global.net or 
(860)919-7486 

 

New York State Health Requirements  

(website:http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/import_export/

Anaplasmosis-Free.pdf): 

There are no restrictions on moving camelids within New York 

State.  

Importing Livestock from Alaska, Arizona, Canada, Connecti-

cut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 

Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jer-

sey, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ver-

mont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin to New York. 

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets 
Division of Animal Industry 
10B Airline Drive, Albany, NY 12235 
518-457-3502 
 

The importation (except for slaughter) of any livestock 
into New York requires an approved Certificate of Veteri-
nary Inspection (CVI) completed by a category 2 accred-
ited veterinarian. A CVI must include: 
• The name and address of both the origin (consignor) 
and destination (consignee) of each animal, date of is-
sue, and dates and results of any qualifying tests 
• A statement that the animals have been inspected by 
an accredited veterinarian and that the animals show no 
signs of disease (except where noted) 
• Each animal must be identified by a unique ear tag, 
registration or premises tattoo or microchip; all man-
made identification must be recorded 
• A copy of the completed certificate of veterinary inspec-
tion must be forwarded to the department of agriculture 
of the state of origin prior to shipment. 
TESTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
• No testing is required for BOVIDAE, SHEEP, GOATS, 
SWINE, LLAMAS, ALPACAS, GUANACOS, AND VICU-
NAS originating from the states listed above.  

Ice Breaker 

The Ice Breaker on Thursday evening serves as an informal 

and fun way to meet and greet people at the Conference. 

For newcomers to the Conference, it's a great way to meet 

others and break out of your shell (if you have one).  

For "old comers" it serves as a way to welcome people into 

the GALA community and to make new llama friends.  

Carol Reigh and  Bruce Gurney will be surprising us with 

something fun to do! 

 A lite fare and cash bar will be provided. 

 

Conference Schedule 2013  
“Lamas on Parade” 

 
Thursday November 7, 2013 
 

1:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Check in for vendors, animals and 
   farm displays: White Ballroom 
 
4:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m. Registration: Sitting Room (off 
   Main Lobby) 
 
5:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Dinner on Your Own in Restau-
rant    Main Dining Room until 9; Tav-
ern:    Food available until 11 p.m. 
 
5:30 p.m.— ?   GALA Board Meeting  
 
7:00 p.m.— ?  Ice Breaker with cash bar (not to 
   substitute for dinner): Carol Reigh 
   and Bruce Gurney 
 
 

Friday November 8, 2013 
 

6:30 a.m. —9:30 a.m. Breakfast included with room: 

                                    Saratoga Room 

 

7:00 a.m. — 8:00 a.m. Conference Registration:  

                                    Sitting room (off main lobby) 

 

8:00 a.m. — Welcome and Keynote Address:  

                        Dr. Kristy Brown Conformation;     

                                    Understand the basic principles of    

                                    why conformation and movement  

                                    are inter-related and why that is  

                                    important to the function of the  

            animal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
1. Behavior and instinct in the prey animal and its       

       relevance to training                                      
John Mallon 

 

2.    Beginning  Performance Training                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Tami Lash                                                                                                                                                                                                

Ever wonder how to train for Performance? How to 'positive train', so you 
are not constantly trying to train out bad behavior or bad habits?  Take time 
for this  session and learn from the beginning the stages with proven results! 

 

3.     Critical Cria                                                                                                                                                                                         
Dr. Pat Long                                                                                                                                                                                                                
This presentation will cover identification and treatment of the critical cria. 
Methods of prevention will also be covered.  Management of the newborn 
will be the focus of this presentation. 

 

4.     Feeding Nutrition 
Cargill Representative (Agway/Nutrena) 

Nutrition to Maximize Fiber Production and Breeding Efficiency - The 
right nutrients, vitamins and minerals make a huge difference in your ani-
mals; whether you are showing, breeding, producing fiber or just enjoying 
these animals as a hobby. Join us for a discussion on the latest nutrition 
information for llamas and alpacas.  

 

5.     Drop Spindling 
Debb Guard                                                                                                                                                                                        

This will be an introduction to the top-whorl spindle and handling rov-
ing.  Please bring a top whorl spindle if you have one.  We will have a few to 
lend, or you can purchase one at the conference. Class limit - 6 

 

6.     Beginning Weaving (Make & Take)                                                                                                                                      
Karen Tenney                                                                                                                                                                                          

In this workshop, students will learn the fundamentals of weaving and using 
individual cardboard looms, create wonderful 'Penny Purses' - just the right 
size for a cell phone or small items.  Materials will be provided, but feel free to 
bring bits of your own favorite yarns if you like.  This workshop lasts two sessions.  Class 
limit - 12 

 

 

10:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Morning Refreshment Break 

 

 

 

 

1.     Introduction to the Round Pen and Cooperative                          

       Haltering  

John Mallon 

 

2.     Packing 

 Dr. Kristy Brown 
Learn how to fit a pack to your llama and/or alpaca and all the basics of 
packing. 

 

  

 

3.    For the Life of a Lama: Creating Long-Term and  

       Estate Planning for the Lama or Alpaca Herd you    

       Love 
Gayle Woodsum                                                                                                                                                                          
Regardless of your entrepreneurial business aspirations when it comes to 
llamas or alpacas, this workshop is designed  with lama lovers in mind. 
These animals typically live anywhere from 15 to 30 years.  It’s quite possi-
ble the adorable crias romping in your pasture right now will need a home 
and care for a longer period of time than most human children require.  Are 
all those years of tending going to come from you?  If not, whom?  And 
how will you ensure it happens?  What if sale or adoption to a “forever 
home” doesn’t occur?  What if your life circumstances change and you’re 
unable to manage your lama herd?  What if  your lamas outlive you — what 
happens then?  This workshop will guide you through the thinking, feeling 
and practical mapping process required in order to develop a strategic and 
sustainable plan of loving care throughout a natural lifespan for the camelids 
who bring you riches of all kinds.   

 

4.     Painting with Fiber                                                                                                                                                                    
Debb Guard                                                                                                                                                                                

Students will hand blend dyed or natural color fiber and needle felt into a 
design such as a landscape or a garden scene or fantasy scene, etc.  Consider 
bringing a photo as inspiration or reference.  Class size: 6. Fibers and nee-
dles will be provided. 

  

5.     Beginning Knitting                                                                                                                                                              
Lee Ann King 
Students will learn basic knitting skills: to how to cast on, the knit stitch, the 
purl stitch, and how to bind off.  We will also go over needle types, gauge 
and abbreviations.  Students can bring their own straight knitting  needles 
and I will have some available for the class. 

 

6.     Beginning Weaving: Make and Take Penny     

       Purses; continued 
Karen Tenney 

 
7.     Fleece Health, skirting, washing and uses  
Judy Ross 

Learn how the health of your llama/alpaca affects its fleece.  Learn how to 
skirt a fleece to prepare it for the mill or a competition.  Best ways to wash 
your fleeces will be discussed.  All fleeces are different, and we will explore 
the best end uses for different types. 

 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Lunch & Speakers:  

  Tom Hudgin and Carol Reigh 

 

12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting:  

  New Board/Old Board Meeting 

 

 

 

1.     Leading on a slack lead, learning verbal cues and                                            

       hand and foot signals 
John Mallon 

 

FRIDAY SESSION ONE 
9:30 a.m. — 10:45 a.m.. 

FRIDAY SESSION TWO 
11:00 a.m. — 12:45 p.m. 

FRIDAY SESSION TWO CONTINUED 
11:00 a.m. —12:45 p.m. 

FRIDAY SESSION THREE 
2:15 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. 



 

 

2.     Commercial Vehicle Issues  
 New York State Police Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Unit 

 Workshop will address truck and trailer registration, licensing, inspection 
and other issues with commercial vehicles, farms trucks,   and trailers.  This 
is a great way to understand the law and ask questions before you are sitting 
on the side of the road. 

 

3.     Insurance Needs for Your Farm                                                                                                                                                
Richard Miller                                                                                                                                                                                               

This session will cover many aspects of what you need to be on the     

lookout for before you commit from the insurance side of the business.  
The old saying "putting the llama before the cart" comes to  mind.  Many 
farmers get the farm going first then go look for insurance.  Sometimes it's 
not that easy and a lot more expensive than you  thought.  We will discuss 
property and liability coverage and what ifs?  This will be an interactive 
session so bring your questions and what ifs!! 

 

4.     Preparing your Fleece for Judging 
Judy Ross 

We have all dreamed of entering a raw fleece for judging in competition.  
Find out how to prepare your fleeces from a judge’s  perspective. 

 

5.     Tunisian Crochet 
Barb Baker 

Tunisian Crochet is a needlework technique that borrows elements from 
both knitting and crochet creating sort of a fusion of the two  tech-
niques.  The special hooks will be available to use for the class,  and also 
available for purchase. 

 

6.     Creative Covers for Kindles, Computers, Note     

      books and Journals                                                                                    
Pat McKinney                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Using wet felted llama fiber and wool from recycled clothing, learn  

how to create a personalized cover for your Kindle, lap top or personal 
journal.  The key to this creative cover begins with the uniquely felted llama 
fiber, created with silk top, spun fibers and a variety  of other natural fibers. 
Bring a jacket/blazer with material  you love, but have worn out, and just 
hate to part with and use the fiber in it to remake and create something 
new!  However, pre-felted llama fiber pieces and other supplies will be 
provided, bringing a personalized item to cover is encouraged.  (Personal 
journal/composition notebooks will be available.) 

 

3:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. Afternoon Refreshment Break  

 

 

 

 

1.     Nutrition  and GI Disease                                                                                                                                                                     

 Dr. Pat Long                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Common G-I issues and prevention will be covered.  Basic nutritional  

guidelines for llamas and alpacas will be discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.     From a Judges Perspective  

Tami Lash 

Do you often wonder what is the Judge looking for? This time will be          
used in sharing from a Judge as to what we see. As an exhibit tor what to 
do, what not to do, how to best prepare for Halter Classes, showmanship 
and into performance scoring, etc., as time allows. 

 

3.     Informal Discussion on Rescue and Rehoming 

Marc Page and Chris Stull 

A frank and open discussion of the reason llamas and alpacas need new 

homes, and how to be part of the solution. 

 

4.     Dyeing Llama Fiber  
Judy Ross 

 

5. Felted Jewelry Workshop: Fiber Felted Earrings     

       (Make and Take)                                                                                   
Cheryl Germain                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

In this class you will make earrings that identify you as the "lead            
lama".  (Pierced style only).  Skill Level - EASY.  It involves some wet  felt-
ing and some jewelry making skills, both can be learned with no prior expe-
rience in felting or beading.  Just a sense of style and originality!  

Limit 10 max, Supplies included*, You may bring your own hand spun yarn, 
about 1 yard, single or 2 ply. Yarn can be thick or thin  but not "too artsy" 
or it will hide the earrings. Consider if the color  will show in your hair if 
your hair is long - (brown hair, brown yarn,   boring.) 

 
 

5:15 p.m. —?            GALA Annual Meeting  

                                    (Fiber Room Closed during  

                                     meeting) 

 

7:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. Social Hour, shopping,            

                                     cash bar 

 

7:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. Registration for Partial            

                                     Package 

 

7:30 p.m.                     Dinner and Keynote Speakers Dan  

                                     and  Dale  Goodyear: Sharing the    

                                     Fun of  Llamas: The animals,    

                                     friends and practices that we  

                                     embraced. 

FRIDAY SESSION  FOUR 
3:45 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY SESSION  FOUR CONTINUED 
3:45 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY SESSION THREE CONTINUED 
2:15 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. 



Saturday November 9, 2013 
 

7:00 a.m. —10:30 a.m. Breakfast included with room: 

                                      Saratoga Room 

 

7:00 a.m. — 8:00 a.m. Conference Registration:  

                                     Sitting room (off main lobby) 

 

8:00 a.m. — 9:15 a.m. Farm Improvement: Creating     

                                     your Action Plan for Success.   

                                     Dan & Dale  will offer their  

                                     recommendations for monitoring     

                                     your success in all areas of manag  

                                     ing your farm. Their checklist will    

                                     apply to large or small  farms. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.     Safely handle ears, face and feet  
John Mallon 

Help your llama control itself under any and all situations 

 

2.     Internal and External Parasites 
Dr. Kristy Brown 

The latest strategies for treating internal and external parasites. 

 

3. Making Hoists & Carts for Physical Therapy on  

       Animals with Neurological Disease                                                   
Steve Weingold, Denise Richards, Lisa Hoffmaster                                                                                                                                                                
When Neurological Disease such as Meningeal Worm presents itself in the  
camelid community, the end result is often putting the animal down. How 
ever, depending on the cause and severity of the disease, animals can often be  

rehabilitated to overcome their Neurological Disease using simple tools and 
techniques (along with a LOT of determination). These valuable tools, like 
hoists and carts, can easily be made from materials found at your local  

lumber yard and home improvement store. This workshop will go over how 
to make some of these tools. 

 

4.   Battenkill Mill: Prepping Fleece for the Mill - Begin    

       with the End in Mind  

Mary Jeanne Packer 

This informative session will look at how llama fiber is sorted and processed  

into yarns for use by hand knitters and weavers, and for the  commercial tex-

tile manufacturing industry. Join Battenkill Fibers Carding and Spinning Mill 

owner, Mary Jeanne Packer, for an overview of fiber  processing methods and 

machines, why fibers are blended to meet demands and follow fashion trends, 

and how yarn weights and plys are dsigned with the yarn’s final use in mind. 

Mary Jeanne will have plenty of  yarn samples and up-close images of fiber  

processing machinery to illustrate how it all happens. The workshop will also 

include time for hands-on evaluation and sorting of several  llama fleeces. 

 

 

5.     How to Photograph Your Animal                                                                                                                                               
Chuck Miller                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Learn how to take the best possible pictures of your llamas and alpac-
as.  Whether your camera of choice is a digital SLR, a "point and shoot," 
or the camera that came with your cell phone, Chuck  will help guide you 
on the best possible ways to capture the best  moments  with your 
herd.  He will discuss such things as when to use or not use a flash, how to 
adjust for white balance, when to capture that "special moment" with your 
camelid, and some pitfalls to avoid.  Although bringing your cameras to 
the event is not required, you are  encouraged to bring whatever camera 
equipment you currently use.  

 

6.     Beginning Spinning 
Aaron Bush 
An introduction to the basic parts of a spinning wheel and how  they, and 
you, work together to make yarn.  We'll learn about the difference between 
double drive and single drive wheels, Scotch  and Irish tension, and take a 
look at the different drive ratios and their  effects.  Students will also learn 
the difference between top  and roving, practice drafting fiber using the 
short forward draw (worsted) and finally, putting all of that together to 
spin yarn.  Class size limit: 6  Students in both beginning and intermediate 
spinning will be provided with fiber to work with. 

 

7.    Nuno Felting Workshop (Make and Take)                                                                                                                              
Alisa Mierzejewski                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Make a beautiful lightweight scarf in this session and learn about  this 
beautiful technique in felt making. Nuno felting is a wet- felting technique, 
which infuses natural fibers into silk or cotton and creates an amazing 
lightweight, textured fabric. Easy to learn,  we will each be making a one-
of-a-kind nuno on a silk chiffon scarf. Materials included. Limit 10 people 
(First come/first serve);   pre-registration required; (materials fee $20.00) 
(repeat session is available next session) 

 

10:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Morning Refreshment Break 

 
 

 

 

1. Trailering - Loading on a slack lead 
2. John Mallon 

 

2.     Fireside Chat                                                                                                                                                                                    
Tami Lash                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
In this informal, intimate setting you have the time 'to pick her brain'! 
Have breeding questions, farm management questions, birthing  questions, 
selecting show animal questions? Are you new to  showing and maybe you 
want to hold a show? Ask away! You want to become a Judge, and what 
do you need to know beforehand, ask away! Tami has over 20 years expe-
rience in raising & showing  lamas with a lifetime of experience in the 
livestock industry, she will  answer as best she can and is looking forward 
to this time of sharing! 

 

3.     Health Issues                                                                                                                                                                                     
Dr. Pat Long                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Common health related issues will be covered in this presentation.  Para-
sites, teeth care and choke will be covered in this session. 

 

SATURDAY SESSION  ONE 
9:30 a.m. — 10:45 a.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  ONE CONTINUED 
9:30 a.m. — 10:45 a.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  TWO 
11:00 a.m. — 12:15 p.m. 



 

 

4.     Llama Cart Driving 
Ralph Foxwell 
Join Ralph and learn how to get started in cart driving from choosing your 
llama to that first drive and everything in between. 

 
5.__Beginning Crochet                                                                                                                                                                         
Cam Steinke                                                                                                                                                                          
In this workshop, students will learn how the beginning chain, single cro-
chet, and double crochet.  The differences between US and UK   terminol-
ogy will be discussed, and students will learn how to read a basic pattern 
and chart. 

 
6.     Nuno Felted Scarf: Repeat Session 
Alisa Mierzejewski 
Limit 10 people (First come/first serve); pre-registration required;   
(materials fee $20.00). 

 
12:15 p.m.                       Parade Participants first for  
                                        lunch 
 
12:30 p.m. —  1:30 p.m. Lunch in Main Ballroom 
 
1:30 p.m. — 2:00  p.m.  Lama Parade (outside parking  
                                       lot and around hotel) 
 
1:30 p.m. — 4:00  p.m. Public Afternoon (lama tent,  
                                      workshop and shopping) 
 

2:00 p.m. —  3:00 p.m. Public Workshop:   

You Can Do It! How you can add Camelids to your life. 

Marc Page and Jerry Weisgrau 
This program is open to any interested conference attendee and the gen-
eral public. This program will dispel the many myths and misconceptions  
around owning llamas  and alpacas. This will be a  great opportunity to ask 
questions regarding why you would want lamas in your life, to the nuts 
and bolts of shelters, fencing, feeding, training, as well as finding a reputa-
ble breeder or a knowledgeable veterinarian.  
 

 

 

 

1.     Geriatric Llamas and Alpacas  
         Dr. Kristy Brown 

A discussion on what your aging camelids need and what to look or in 
their golden years. 

 

2.     Fireside Chat 
         Dr. Pat Long 

 

3.     Grooming/Shearing 
 Judy Ross 

This workshop will teach you how to groom your llama to maintain a 
beautiful fleece for showing and to prep for shearing.  Products and tech-
niques will be discussed, as well as fleece on from a judge’s perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.     PVC Adjustable jump workshop 
Jeff Carminati 

Llamas and alpacas love to experience new things, and jumping or  
"lleaping" is a favorite! Even if you are not interested in competing  in per-
formance classes at shows, you can still teach your llama or alpaca to jump. 
In this workshop you will learn how to construct your own jump from start 
to finish.  As a bonus, this is a Make and Take class and you will be able to 
put your own jump together.  Materials provided.   

Limit 10 people.  Materials fee $5.00. pre-registration required (First come/
first serve. 

 

5.     Jazz Up Your Knitting!  
Lee Ann King 

Students will learn Mosaic knitting, knitting with beads and how to make a 
cable. Students should bring a set of size 6 or 7 straight needles and two 
very different colors of yarn to work with. 

 

7.     Beginner/Intermediate Spinning 
Aaron Bush 

Beginning spinners can continue practicing the basic skills acquired in the 
beginning workshop.  Intermediate spinners will get an introduction to 
woolen drafting techniques and how to use those techniques with different 
fiber preparations.  We'll practice several different drafting methods with 
both combed and carded preparations to see how different types of yarn 
can be made with  the same fiber.  Class Size Limit:  6 Students in both 
beginning  and intermediate spinning will be provided with fiber to work    

with. 

 

3:30 p.m.— to 3:45 p.m.  Afternoon Refreshment Break 

 

 

 

 

1. Fireside Chat 
John Mallon 
 

2.     Performance Scoring                                                                                                                                                                   
Tami Lash                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Just how do those Judges score Performance?  In this session you will learn 
how many possible points may be taken off for handler errors, major and 
minor faults; what is an off course?   What constitutes a refusal?  How 
should I hold the lead, what is a rush, etc.! 

 

3.     Llama Camp, my version                                                                                                                                                          
Cheryl  (and Chelsea) Germain                                                                                                                                                                                         

This session includes experiences from current teachers.  You may be very 
surprised at the turn summer vacations and "free time"  has taken.  Today's 
youth are fearful of the outdoors and animals.  It will outline what has 
worked for me to encourage young  humans to be more compassionate and 
to take over responsibility for our non-verbal neighbors on the planet.  If 
you can remember the day that you brought your new animal home and 
how your pulse raced at the thought  of owning animals - then you have 
something to share that is needed.  If fire-flies, cicadas, bird's nests, hums 
and peeps are art and music to you, then you already have an Art Apprecia-
tion  degree, please teach.  One day makes a difference. 

 

SATURDAY SESSION  TWO CONTINUED 
11:00 a.m. — 12:15 p.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  THREE 
2:15 p.m. — 3.30 p.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  THREE  CONTINUED 
2:15 p.m. — 3.30 p.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  FOUR 
3:45 p.m. — 3.00 p.m. 



 

4.     Llamas as Therapy 
Mari Joy Miller and Bruce Gurney 

Mari Joy Miller has been taking her llama, Keeper, to nursing homes since 
2005. She will share with us her experiences in this environment. She will 
offer tips on determining if this is an activity that may fit you and your 
llama’s life style.  Bruce Gurney will discuss the therapeutic advantages of 
llamas for us breeders as well as for those with handicaps and the elderly . 

 

5.     Types of Fiber: What will you do with your Fiber?   
Judy Ross 

Double, single, suri?  Learn about the different types  of fiber and the best 
end uses. 

 

6.     Cookie Cutter Needle Felting                                                                                                                                                     
Emaly Leak                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

In this workshop you will learn how to needle-felt, and will be able to make 
Christmas ornaments (or other small pieces) of your very  own!  We will 
focus on 2-dimensional felting, and will use cookie cutters to design the 
ornaments. 

 

7.    Combing/Carding Fiber                                                                                                                                                    

Aaron Bush                                                                                                                                                                                                      

We'll take a look at the different methods of fiber preparation, how to do 

them, and when to use them.  Students will get to practice with hand 

combs, hand cards, and a drum carder.  There will be fiber provided to 

practice with or students may bring up to four ounces of cleaned fleece to 

work with.  Class size limit:  8  

 

 

 

1.     Morris Animal Foundation Update 
Dr. Patrick Long 

The Morris Animal Foundation will be here to discuss the latest in camelid 
research.  See where GALA's research dollars are utilized. 

 

2.     Llama Fiber Coop  
Kathryn Gwyn 

Understanding the end use of your fiber will determine how you  shear and 
prep the fleece.  Come learn some tips about getting your  llama fiber ready 
for the mill, wheel or Coop. 

 

3.  How to Take a Much Needed Vacation from the   

        Farm 
Sandy Page 

Learn what steps to take for a stress free holiday through creating a  house-
hold/animal information book. 

 

4.     Make your own T-shirts (Make and Take) 
Carminati Family 

This workshop will show you how to make a one of a kind t-shirt using a 
only a few simple items that are found in most homes.  Once  you learn the 
technique you can use it to turn any type of 100% cotton item into inex-
pensive unique gifts or apparel.  Please bring  a 100% cotton shirt of any 
color (not white), (washed without any fabric softeners and if dried in dryer 
no dryer sheets.) to the workshop.  All other materials will be supplied. (No 
cost) 

 

 

5.     Fiber Inspiration 
Teri Conroy 

Not a workshop, but a SHOW AND TELL! Bring from home and  share 
fiber art, hand knit, crochet, woven, yarns, etc. that you've  made and share 
with the group. Items made from Friday and Saturday workshops will also 
be on display. Hope to have members who have been the beneficiaries of 
previous GALA fiber art (auction) items bring those for display. Let's inspire 
each other, be inspired, and warmly welcome those curious about working 
with fiber (of  course, we will change their lives forever)! Camelid fiber items  

appreciated, but not required. 

 

Mosaic Crochet                                                                                                                                                                             
Barb Baker                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Mosaic crochet is a technique using multiple colors. Only one color is 
worked per row, but stitches can be worked into previous rows to cover up 
stitches and create color patterns. 
 

 

7.     Finish Pack Project for Fundraiser  

 

6:30 p.m. — 7:15 p.m. Social Hour and shopping 

 

7:15 p.m.                      Banquet with Fund Raising to   

                                     Follow 

 

 

Sunday, November 10, 2013 

7:00 a.m. —  10:30 a.m. breakfast included with room:   

                                        Saratoga Room 

 

 

 

 

       Professional Panel 
Last chance to question the following instructors you  have worked with all 
weekend.  

John Mallon: Training 

Dr. Kristy Brown: Veterinarian 

Dr. Pat Long: Veterinarian/Morris Animal Foundation 

Judy Ross: Fiber  

Marc Page: Rescue and Re-homing 

 

 

 

 

1. How to Host an Open Barn 

Carol Reigh and Dick Snyder 

Learn the ins and outs of Hosting an Open Barn.  We will  cover what to do 
to before, during and after the event. 

SATURDAY SESSION  FOUR CONTINUED 
3:45 p.m. — 3.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  FIVE 
5:15 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. 

SATURDAY SESSION  FIVE CONTINUED 
5:15 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. 

SUNDAY SESSION  ONE 
8:15 a.m. — 9:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY SESSION  TWO 
9:45 a.m. —11:00 a.m. 



 

2.     Creative Farm Income                                                                                                                                                                  
Teri Conroy and Deb Elias                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
This workshop will cover tried and true methods of generating 
farm income from selling raw fleece and llama beans, boarding,   
visiting facilities, having llama walks on your farm, an more.  You 
will learn different ways to reach out to the public in order to grow 
your business and generate revenue. 

 

3. Conference Planning: How to make a GALA  

       Conference Happen?  
Katrina Capasso; Charlotte Sankey; Deb Marcou; Sandy Page 
Informal discussion on how a GALA Conference comes together. Topics 
will include how to get started, skills that are helpful to run a   successful 
conference, how to put together a committee, suggested timelines, selecting 
a location/hotel, and what the conference planner can do for the commit-
tee. Also included will be what each committee  member wished they had 
known before they started planning. 

 

4.     Fiber Question and Answer Period  
Judy Ross 

 

5.     Knitting  
Lee Ann King 
 
11:15 a.m.                            Lunch (Main Ballroom) 

                                     

11:30 a.m.                          Vendor Breakdown (White 
Ballroom) 

 

 

 

 

BARB BAKER 

Barb has been raising llamas since 1995 at Baker & Company Llamas, 
along with husband Steve Vicars (he’s the “Company”) and got wrapped 
up in the fiber about eight years into the venture. She has attended numer-
ous courses and classes at fiber shows and events and has been teaching 
Standard and Tunisian crochet for the last three years. She considers her-
self fortunate to be a contributor to Midwest Fiber Co., working with Lee 
Ann King, here at the conference as well as a number of venues through-
out the year.  When not tending to their herd of 60 llamas and two alpacas 
and travelling to llama shows around the country, Barb is the Associate 
Director of the International Camelid Institute, located at The Ohio State 
University. She has served on the boards of LANA and ORVLA and for 
five years was the coordinator of the Llama Cooperative exhibit at the 
National FFA Convention. She has also acted as the co-moderator for the 
annual Camelid Community meeting in Kansas City for the past nine years. 
She is thrilled to be part of this year’s GALA Conference!   

 

KRISTY BROWN, DVM 

Dr. Kristy Brown established The Brownderosa Llamas in 1994 with the 

purchase of a guard llama for her sheep and her first breeding stock pur-

chases came in 1997.  Now the sheep have been replaced with over  

40 llamas selected and bred for superior conformation and strong maternal 
milk production.  Her farm has been proud to breed and show  several ILR-
Show Division and ALSA National Champions since they started showing in 
2000.  They credit their success to a good understanding of genetics, good 
nutrition and herd maintenance programs, good training and just plain 
luck!  The Brownderosa is also home to Leon Valley Veterinary Services a 
large animal veterinary clinic specializing in camelid medicine, surgery and 
reproduction service.   

 

AARON BUSH 

Aaron Bush was born and raised in the nether regions of New York on the 
Canadian border and a resident of the Albany area since 1990.  He first 
learned to knit in 2005, started spinning since 2009, and has recently ven-
tured into weaving.  Aaron is a member of the online men's knitting commu-
nity at www.menwhoknit.com and teaches spinning workshops at the Men's 
Spring Knitting Retreat, as well as teaching knitting classes at Trumpet Hill 
in Albany (www.trumpethill.com).  He has an infectious passion for the fiber 
arts which he shares on the Fiber Arts blog for the Times Union.  

(http://blog.timesunion.com/fiber arts/) 

 

KATRINA CAPASSO 

We established Dakota Ridge Farm in 1990 when we obtained our first llama 
and farm namesake, Dakota, as a wedding gift from Gary to Katrina.  Since 
then, many more of these regal, magical and mystical creatures have ar-
rived.  From our herd of over 30 llamas and having up to as many as 30 
boarders at one time, it has been a wonderful 23 years with llamas!  We also 
rescue and re-home llamas when needed.  Our farm offers Pet Therapy to 
folks with special needs, Farm Tours, Llama Treks, and Educational Visits to 
folks traveling as far away as China, Japan, Australia, and all parts of the U.S.  
In 2012, Katrina was the proud recipient of the Linda Pierce Memorial 
Award.  (The award is given to an ALSA member in good standing as well as 
being a volunteer and/or sponsor for local and national ALSA events. Addi-
tionally, the person must exemplify Linda’s exceptional attributes as  a llama 
lover and show person with respect to dedication, perseverance, integrity, 
being a good role model, and striving to do their personal best while creating 
a positive experience for others in both their lives and in the show 
ring.)  Dakota Ridge Farm was featured this year in the NY Times and Good 
Morning America!  Katrina is a former GALA Board member and worked 
for an accounting firm for 16 years.  She's now working on the farm full 
time.   

 

JEFF CARMINATI 

Jeff has been a Middle School Science teacher for the past 28 years.  He 
owns 5 llamas and has one on the way in the Spring.  For the past 14 years, 
Jeff has been building obstacles to train his llamas on.  He also uses the ob-
stacles to practice for performance events and classes.   

 

TERI CONROY 

Teri Conroy has had llamas for over eight years.   She began sharing llamas 
with the public via llama walks on trails on her 30 acre property about five 
years ago.  She also began giving llama beans to the the Community Gardens 
in her town.  When the economy 'changed', she needed to make more in-
come from her animals, and having already established a presence, she elabo-
rated on her offerings and began charging for these things and more.  Teri 
also joined her local Spinning Guild and learned to work with her raw fleece 
including selling it and spinning yarn from it.  Her lockspun yarn has gained 
increasing attention and is now selling all over the country.   Teri's yarn was 
recently featured in the spinning magazine, PLY. Teri's specialty - working 
with children and adults with special needs, doesn't make income, but makes 
a difference.  For over three years she has been having weekly groups to the 
farm from local facilities that are day centers for adults with developmental 
disabilities. The program has been set up so that these consumers can devel-
op life skills, and work with animals.   These facilities have budgets that have 
been depleted, also due to the economy, so she does  not charge 
them.  However, Teri has made many friends and contacts as a result of 
these visits, and that networking has helped to expand various aspects of her 
farm business. 

 

SUNDAY SESSION  TWO CONTINUED 
9:45 a.m. —11:00 a.m. 



DEB ELIAS 

In 1988, Deb Elias bought her first two llamas, one young female and one 
gelding.  Little did she know at that time, where her llama destiny would 
land.  It was "Hawkeye" the gelding who help mold the start of her very 
successful llama education/recreation business.  She developed the pro-
gram called "Hooked On Llamas" and started contacting preschools, day-
care centers, convalescent homes and libraries with the idea that she could 
educate and entertain the public and get paid for it.  She has a client base 
of around 350 and the business has grown to visiting over 100 places each 
year.  Besides promoting her business, Deb enjoys llama shows, spinning 
fiber and taking walks with her llamas.  She presently owns six llamas.  All 
of them are "employed" and promote "Hooked On Llamas" everywhere 
they go.  Deb has been on the GALA Board of Directors since 2006.  She 
served as GALA President for three years, 2009-2011.  This year she has 
also taken on the job of Llama Show Superintendent at the Big E in West 
Springfield, MA 

 

RALPH FOXWELL 

Ralph Foxwell and his better half, Brenda, are co-owners of Dandy Acres 
Llama Farm.  A 83-acre farm in Glocester, RI.  The farm consists of 31 
llamas, 25 goats, turkeys, ornamental pheasants, guinea hens, peacocks and 
some chickens.  Brenda and I both grew up on farms.  We learned about 
all types of animals, but llamas were new to both of us.  We took what we 
learned growing up on the farms and reached out to the llama community 
with tons of questions.  Everyone was so helpful and patient with our 
constant phone calls asking for help.  Every llama owner we met were so 
willing to share their knowledge.  We realized llama people are a special 
type of people and we were so glad to have met so many!  Brenda and I 
went to our first llama show in 2005, not to show, just watch.  We were 
hooked.  We wanted to go home and start teaching our llamas to do all the 
cool stuff they were doing.  That was when I saw someone driving a 
cart....I just had to try that.  The next year I was competing in my own 
llama shows and yes I was driving a llama!  I competed with a single hitch 
and have now trained two more for a double hitch.  I am also working on 
training several others at this time.  I will soon be driving a triple hitch!   

 

CHERYL GERMAIN 

Cheryl  has been bringing animals into the house and into her life for as 
long as she can remember.  She tries very hard to share that love with 
anyone who will try to embrace it.  Her children and husband under-
stand.  Her love of fiber is the result of loving fiber animals.  Most days are 
a juggling game of family, animals and work.  Everything gets to the top of 
the list eventually.  She lives, works and farms in Central New York.  Her 
endurance sport is barn cleaning.  She constantly wishes for more peace in 
the world so having a barn, coffee, chocolate and a sense of humor help 
her with dealing with the world on a daily basis. 

 

DAN & DALE GOODYEAR 

Now retired from the llama industry, Dan and Dale live in Robesonia, 
Pennsylvania where they have had as many as 250 llamas in their herd at 
Berry Acres Llamas. For over 25 years, Dan and Dale supported and par-
ticipated in many organizations devoted to the welfare of llamas. Dan 
served as treasurer on the Board of Directors of the International Llama 
Association from 1995-1998. He served on the Board of Directors of the 
Greater Appalachian Llama and Alpaca Association, and has chaired the 
Government Relations Committee for many years. He also served on the 
board of the Pennsylvania Llama and Alpaca Association for six years and 
was President and chair of the Government Relations Committee. He has 
been a member of USAHA for over 17 years and serves on two commit-
tees.  He is a founding member of the Camelid Alliance. Dan and Dale 
were lifetime members of ILA and are currently lifetime members of GA-
LA and ALSA and members of LAMAS. They have consistently supported 
fund raising activities believing in the need to fund medical research and 
governmental relations.Dan is a graduate of St. Lawrence University. He 
served as an officer in the United States Marine Corps and spent 34 years 
in the foundry industry, retiring in 1997. During his business career, Dan 
served as president of the American Foundry Society, and was recognized 
by the Reading, PA Chamber of Commerce as Businessman of the Year-
Dale received a BA from Skidmore College and an MA from Colgate Uni-
versity. She recently retired after 38 years in the classroom where.  

she enjoyed teaching 12th grade English. She has contributed many articles 
to various llama publications, and has been a presenter at many of the GA-
LA and LAMAS conferences and has lectured and demonstrated felting 
primarily to youth. She showed llamas at ALSA and LFA shows and Futuri-
ties for over 20 years. In addition to their involvement in the Eastern Llama 
and Alpaca Festival of which Dale was co-chairman, Dan and Dale pro-
duced Llamallennium and Berry Picking, two production sales held at their 
farm designed to celebrate the joys of llama ownership and to share the 
results of their breeding program. 

 

DEBB GUARD 

I re-learned to knit in 2003 when fun fur scarves were all the rage.  While 
attending Rhinebeck, I became intrigued with the fiber on the hoof and all 
those people leaving with massive bags of fleece. So I started with a drop 
spindle  and eventually went on to process several fleeces from the shearing 
board to finished yarn to finished weaving and knitting projects. I recently 
had the opportunity to participate in a “fiber painting” class taught at Der-
ryaun Cottage by Suzie Sullivan. 

 

BRUCE GURNEY 

I was first introduced to llamas in 2004 by Dennis Wilson, a well known 
performance handler, at which time I fell in love with these special crea-
tures.  I purchased my first animal in 2005 and currently have a herd of six-
teen; in regards to showing, my primary interest is within the Halter Divi-
sion. My career in Psychology as a Behavioral Therapist can be very de-
manding emotionally, I find that working with llamas is very therapeutic and 
relaxing in nature. During this year’s GALA Conference I will be presenting 
a joint workshop with Mari Joy Miller on the “Therapeutic Benefits of Lla-
mas” for individuals with physical and emotional disabilities as well as for 
the geriatric population . 

 

KATHRYN GWYN 

Kathy lives with her husband, Ed, in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley in 
Virginia on the family farm.  They have a suri herd of 25 and their goal with 
their llamas is to produce great fiber.  Realizing that llama owners need to 
think big and band together as an industry, becoming an active member of 
the Pacific Northwest Llama Fiber Coop was a natural progression and 
Kathy is now Treasurer.  She has spent much time educating herself to fiber 
and fiber quality.  She traveled up from Virginia to participate in the first 
PNLFC sorting day in Pennsylvania and as a result of that, wants to share 
what we all learned about making our fiber more desirable for production 
and tricks for doing so. 

 

LISA HOFFMASTER, BS 

BS - Physical Therapy, Licensed Veterinary Technician After several years as 
a professional dancer, Ms. Hoffmaster attended Russell Sage College for 
Physical Therapy.  Owning her own therapy business and teaching Pilates 
eventually opened the door to a career in helping animals.  Graduating from 
SUNY Canton with High Honors in Veterinary Technology prepared for 
her further expertise in Equine and Small Animal Osteopathy.  Studying 
with Janek Vluggen at the Vluggen Institute helped her to attain a higher 
appreciation and the ability to find balance in health for all our kindred spir-
its.   

 

TOM HUDGIN 

Tom and his wife, Barbara Johansen, are lifetime members of GALA and 
have been active in raising llamas for more than 12 years.  He has been Pres-
ident of the Southern States Llama Association and is currently their Vice 
President.  Besides playing an active role in promoting GALA and SSLA's 
goodwill throughout the llama community through education and public 
relations events, he has worked with the Southeast Llama Rescue efforts in 
the adoption process and was instrumental in obtaining state approval to 
allow llamas in all North Carolina State Park facilities. On the personal side, 
Tom retired as a senior executive from the pharmaceutical industry in 1991 
and is currently President of Wilmington Quality Associates.  He is in de-
mand as a keynote speaker on competitive leadership and marketing skills 
U.S.  In addition, Tom is a retired Commander in the U.S. Navy, a pilot, a 
blue water sailor having sailed a 38 foot ketch across the Atlantic to Europe  
a few years ago, and an author.   

 



In the past four years, Tom has written three nationally published crime 
thrillers entitled Incident at Cat island, The Andros Connection and Appoint-
ment, At Crooked Island.  The books are available at Barnes and Noble 
stores and Amazon.com.  Tom and Barbara currently live on a farm along the 
coast of North Carolina just outside of Wilmington where they not only raise 
llamas, but also sheep, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese and five dogs.  

 

LEE ANN KING 

Lee Ann King first started her llama love affair in 1994 while taking a llama 
trek through the Smokey Mountains.   Our first llamas came to the farm in 
1996.   I learned to spin yarn from Susie Smithers but it seems I always knew 
how to knit.   My mom taught me when I was young and I have had the 
privilege of learning updated skills from many talented knitters over the years.  
I also enjoy writing patterns that compliment llama and alpaca fiber.   My 
business is Midwest Fiber Farm where my husband and I have 14 acres near 
Ashland Ohio on which we tend to 12 aging llamas and attempt gardening. 

 

TAMI LASH 

Tami Lash lives in Michigan along with her husband Lloyd of 31 years. They 
have raised and shown llamas for nearly 23 years. They actively show their 
Llamas in both halter and performance events and enjoy all events equally. 
The Lash Farm, Lash’s Unique Animals, has produced multiple National and 
World Champion Llamas. Currently the Lash Farm stands 5 outstanding 
Herd Sires: 4 of these 5 are finished Halter Champions with National Success 
while in the Show Ring themselves, 3 have sired Multiple National and World 
Futurity Champions. Included in these 5 is a rare full Argentine Suri black & 
white paint. It has always been of the utmost importance to have quality in 
their breeding females. Most of the ‘working girls’ on the Lash farm are Fin-
ished Halter Champions, and many have National winning results as well.  
Tami has served on various Committees and Boards for both current Show 
Associations. She has been one to bring forth, mainstream and work to im-
plement several innovative ideas and programs presently enjoyed by both 
Show Associations.  She has superintended various successful Llama Shows 
and Futurities throughout the years and has a vast amount of experience in 
running these events. Tami enjoys working with youth and 4-H. She has 
experience in Clinic instruction for Breeders, Apprentice’s and Judge’s, and is 
currently a Clinic Instructor for ILR-SD as well as an Advanced Teaching 
Judge within that Association. Tami feels that it is an honor and a privilege 
for us to be able to share our lives with that of the Llama, and much of her 
life is devoted to the wonderful world of Llamas. Tami has been a certified 
Llama and Alpaca Judge for 13 years. She is also a Llama and Alpaca Fleece 
Judge. She enjoys judging! She has judged the Nations largest Futurities, Na-
tional and Regional Shows. As a judge her experience in the Halter, Futurity 
and Performance rings, coupled with her desire to produce Top Quality ani-
mals, allows her the necessary insight for judging.  

 

EMALY LEAK 

My family first got llamas 14 years ago to provide fiber for my mom and I to 
weave with.  I have since learned to spin, felt, and knit, and now run a small 
business selling llama fiber and products.  I was involved in 4-H for several 
years, and also showed my llamas in open shows around the country.  Once I 
finished 4-H I started teaching workshops for other 4-H clubs, both on 
showing llamas and using their fiber.  More information on my farm can be 
found atwww.autumnhillllamas.com, and my Etsy store is at https://
www.etsy.com/shop/autumnhillllamas.   

 

PATRICK LONG, DVM 

Patrick Long, DVM, resides in Corvallis, OR. Llamas and alpacas have com-
prised more than half of his vet practice. In 2008, he was honored with the 
“Dr. Donald E. Bailey Small Ruminant Practitioner of the Year” award pre-
sented annually by the American Association of Small Ruminant  Practition-
ers. The award recognizes a member that has set a high standard as a small 
ruminant practitioner and demonstrated exemplary service in organized vet-
erinary medicine, particularly small ruminant medicine. He is the co-author of 
Llama and Alpaca Neonatal care and has written many articles for Alpacas 
Magazine. Currently he serves on the Board of Directors of the Alpaca Re-
search Foundation and is a trustee on the Morris Animal Foundation Board.  
Dr Longs areas of interest are herd health management, nutrition and repro-
duction. 

JOHN MALLON 

With over 40 years experience in the training of horses, dogs, and birds, 
John has devoted himself exclusively to all aspects of the llama and alpaca 
industry since 1981.  Believing that if you're not part of the solution, 
you're part of the problem, John has tried to give back to the llama and 
alpaca community some of his time and energy.  John feels fortunate that 
his life has allowed him to dedicate each and every day to practically every 
aspect of the llama and alpaca industry.  John has an extensive personal 
library containing books concerning all aspects of behavior, and the way 
animals learn, by authors acknowledged in their respective fields.  (Several 
veterinarians have remarked on the depth of its scope.)  John has a good 
personal and professional relationship with the top camelid vets from 
coast to coast.  In 1995, he was the only non-veterinarian invited to speak 
and attend at Tufts University Veterinarian Workshop.  In 1997, Dr. Eric 
Sharpnack published findings comparing blood taken at weaning from 
llamas handled according to the Mallon Method and llamas not.  It 
showed a dramatic decrease in measurable stress levels in those llamas 
handled.  Thus, science holds what John had observed since 1989 - there 
IS a demonstrable difference between those cria handled correctly and 
extensively at birth to those left alone or trained at a later date.  

 

MARI JOY MILLER 

Mari Joy retired in 2000 after owning a variety of small businesses.  She 
has had a love affair with llamas for as long as she can remember.  In 2002 
she was volunteering at a horse rescue operation and a llama arrived at the 
barn.  She adopted this rescue llama.  Mari Joy purchased two males in 
2002 and later added two more males to her small herd. Mari Joy is an avid 
hiker and backpacker and has logged approximately 4000 miles on trails 
here in the US and abroad over the past thirty years.  When she acquired 
her llamas, her intent was to take them on hiking trips.  Mari Joy has en-
joyed packing with them on many of the trails in Northern and Central 
PA.  She also shares her boys at numerous local activities such as parades, 
churches, day care centers, senior citizen centers, women’s shelters and 
other venues. Mari Joy and her llama, Keeper, provide animal assisted 
therapy for the elderly in the nursing home environment. 

 

RICHARD MILLER 

Dick Miller has been in the insurance world since 1980.  He has been 
insuring agribusiness for the last 30 years with Farm Family Insurance Co.  
He specialized in all aspects of farm insurance but enjoys working with 
startup farms.  He was just inducted into Farm Family's Senior Agent Hall 
of Fame in 2011.   

 

MARC PAGE 

Marc lives in Petersham, Massachusetts where he maintains a training herd 
of llamas at Sputtermill Ranch established in 1992. Since 2001 the major 
emphasis of Sputtermill Ranch has been the rescue and rehoming of lla-
mas and alpacas in need. He is the Northeast Representative of the IRC 
(Intervention Rescue Council), a position established through Camelid 
Community held yearly in Kansas City, Missouri. As a professional trainer 
and llama shearer, as well as someone who has been involved in the rescue 
and re-homing of hundreds of llamas and alpacas, Marc needs to be able 
to access the behavior of many problem animals and within a few minutes 
be able to turn them into a working partner. He specializes in the evalua-
tion of hard to handle animals and conducts ‘Now What’ ™ training clin-
ics throughout New England.  Marc has authored numerous articles on 
behavior, herd management, and training, and has been a vocal proponent 
of llama breeders providing new owners with this education. He has been 
a GALA member since 1990 and was on the Board of Directors for two 
terms.   

 

SANDY PAGE 

Sandy lives in Petersham, Massachusetts at Sputtermill Ranch established 
in 1992. She joined GALA in 1990 and will be attending her 21st consecu-
tive GALA Conference in November 2013. She is currently serving on the 
Board of Directors and was advertising editor for the GALA newsletter 
for seven years. She has worked in differing capacities on thirteen confer-
ences and was chairperson of the 2001 “Lamas En Mass” conference in 
West Springfield, MA. She retired this past June after 38 years in education 
as an administrator of special education and student services.  



She graduated from  UMass with a degree in psychology and has master’s 
degrees in special education and counseling. GALA’s role as an educational 
organization is extremely important to her. She is committed to promoting 
lamas through public education and spends much time volunteering within 
the lama community by speaking at industry conferences, presenting local 
educational programs and authoring numerous articles on behavior and 
management of llamas. Previously she was a jackpot judge for 10 years as 
well as a superintendent of the fiber nook at the New England States Fair. 

 

PAT MCKINNEY 

Pat's Garden Gate Llamas have been around for 15 years and Pat has been a 
spinner for 20+ years.  She started spinning with sheep and goat fleece but 
has turned her total interest to llamas.  Several years ago, Pat purchased her 
nationally known stud , Whisty Creme, and this jump started her fiber pro-
gram to a new level.  Pat is a talented fiber artist working with wet felting, 
nuno felting, needle felting, spinning and sewing.  Pat also hits the show 
circuit with her animals so the rest of the world can experience this fleece.  

 

DEB MARCOU 

Deb Marcou lives in Dunbarton NH with her husband and 3 children.  She 
has 8 Llamas and 1 Alpaca, chickens and 2 mini doxies.  Deb has been a 4H 
leader for 25 years.  She has owned and shown Llamas for 6 years. She has 
also been a  volunteer Firefighter and past EMT with the Dunbarton Fire 
Dept for 26 years. She serves on the Concord Crimeline board, Dunbarton 
Parks and Recs, as well as Goffstown Babe Ruth Softball.  She has partici-
pated in many parades with her Llamas as well as demonstrations teaching 
the public about Llamas. Deb likes to hike with her Llamas on the many 
trails near her home. 

 

ALISA MIERZEJEWSKI 

Fiber artist and alpaca breeder Alisa Mierzejewski from Burgis Brook Alpac-
as in Canterbury, CT has been working with alpaca, llama, wool and other 
natural fiber types for the last 13+ years. She loves all things fiber related 
such as spinning, weaving, crochet, knitting and felting. Alisa is excited to 
demonstrate how to use this fabulous by-product from the animals we love 
and raise. 

 

CHUCK MILLER 

After acquiring his first camera a decade ago, Chuck Miller has turned his 
love of photography and writing into a series of award-winning images and a 
popular, long-running blog in the Albany Times Union (http://
blog.timesunion.com/chuckmiller).  A member of the Photo Center of the 
Capital District, Chuck continues to find ways to make cameras do what 
they're not supposed to do, and to take film and digital photography far 
beyond their initial limits. 

 

MARY JEANNE PACKER 

Mary Jeanne Packer is the president of Battenkill Fibers Carding and Spin-
ning Mill, a fiber processing mill located in Greenwich, NY. Ms Packer 
founded the mill in 2009 to provide value-added, custom carding and spin-
ning services for fiber farms and others; and to manufacture yarn and fiber 
products for wholesale and retail markets. The mill produces 40-50 lbs of 
artisan quality natural-colored and dyed semi-worsted yarn daily using refur-
bished traditional milling machinery. Battenkill Fibers brought a dozen new 
full time and part time jobs to rural Washington County; and in 2012 was 
named a finalist in the Washington County Small Business of the Year com-
petition. The mill had been housed in a building that was destroyed by fire 
in June 2010; and has since renovated and re-located to a 6000 sq.ft. former-
ly vacant warehouse. Production resumed in December 2010 with replace-
ment machinery.  In July 2012, Battenkill Fibers was featured in Vogue 
Knitting Magazine – an article prompted by the mill’s contract with yarn 
company Tahki Stacy Charles to produce their new Saratoga Collection line 
of alpaca/wool blend yarn. In May 2013, Battenkill Fibers’ Cheviot sock 
yarn was selected as the Yarn of the Month in the popular national yarn club 
Bare Naked KnitSpot. Battenkill Fibers continues to collaborate with 
KnitSpot founder and well-known pattern designer Anne Hanson on sever-
al other breed-specific yarns. Other commercial customers include a number 
of popular indie dyers and the Vermont Scarf Company. In 2006, Ms. Pack-
er opened Finger Lakes Fibers Yarn Store in Watkins Glen, NY; and from 
2008-2012, she was a part owner of Green Mountain Fibers Yarn Store in  

Rutland, VT. The shops are their regions’ largest of the kind, specializing in 
luxurious yarns, natural fibers, and quality hand knitting supplies; and fea-
turing locally spun and dyed yarns; and unique fibers from around the 
world. Finger Lakes Fibers designed and hosted its first two residential 
Fiber Tours in 2007; and since then, has brought hundreds of fiber enthusi-
asts from all over the world to the region to meet fiber farmers, participate 
in fiber spinning and dyeing workshops, and enjoy local foods and culture. 
Ms Packer is also one of the founders of the farmer/producer-owned 
Southern Adirondack Fiber Producers Cooperative which hosted its third 
annual wool pool for the region’s sheep farmers in June 2013. The Coop is 
planning a 4-day Fiber Tour and Knitters Retreat for Sept. 2013, modeled 
on the Finger Lakes tours. In addition to her fiber interests, Ms. Packer is 
the founding partner in Ghostwriters Communications, Inc., an integrated 
marketing communications firm that has served natural resources, agricul-
tural, and experiential tourism industries and organizations across the Unit-
ed States since 1995. Ms. Packer holds a masters degree in communications 
management from Syracuse University and a bachelors degree in civil engi-
neering from MIT. She lives on a working maple syrup farm, has five adult 
children; and enjoys gardening, knitting, walking, and snow shoeing. 

 

CAROL REIGH 

Carol Reigh has owned llamas for 16 years and is the owner of Buck Hol-
low Llamas, Inc.   Carol has served as President of PLAA (Pa Llama and 
Alpaca Assoication) for two of the 6 years she served on the PLAA Board.  
She has also served 6 years on the GALA  Board and 2 of  those years as 
VP.  She is again on the GALA Board serving as Secretary.  Along with 
Anita Collins, Carol has co-chaired two conferences (2007 and 2010)and 
she has served on several conference committees.  In 2012,  the LFA asked 
Carol to be 1 of their 3 judges for the Futurity.   In 2013, this llama breeder 
was asked to serve on the ILR-SD Halter committee and is presently doing 
an apprenticeship to become an ILR certified judge.  This llama junky main-
tains a herd of 35 animals and has taught several adult education classes on 
Camelid care.  After having won a spinning wheel for her BEST IN SHOW 
fleece, she decided to learn to spin and is now learning to knit.   Carol con-
centrates on disposition, conformation and, now fiber, in her breeding 
program.   Buck Hollow Llamas has hosted an Open Barn for about 10 
years to introduce people to the wonderful world of llamas and to share her 
breeding program with others.   

 

JUDY ROSS 

Judy Ross shares a farm with her husband Tom and 26 llamas and two 
alpacas in Southern Ohio on the West Virginia border.  She has been in-
volved with the llama community since 1996.  Judy loves llamas, especially 
llama fiber and  has worked hard to develop a herd of fine fiber animals. 
She has 14 years experience as an exhibitor of llama fleece, and fleece prod-
ucts. Judy strives to learn all she can about fiber, showing fleeces, shearing, 
and processing fiber. She loves sharing her knowledge. She also enjoys 
spinning, crocheting, felting, knitting and using natural dyes for her llama 
fiber.  She is always working on improving her skills and learning new tech-
niques. She regularly attends classes at the John C. Campbell folk school, 
Cedar Lakes, WV, and other fiber events. Judy is a certified llama fleece 
judge for both ALSA and the ILR-SD and an alpaca fleece judge for ALSA. 
She facilitates workshops on working with and preparing llama and alpaca 
fleece. She has written several articles on fleece, preparation, showing and 
other aspects of the fiber industry. Judy also is available for herd evaluations 
at your farm, fleece workshops for 4H groups and fiber guilds. She has 
worked for several years with llama rescue efforts. She has had several posi-
tions in the Ohio River Valley Llama Association, TriState Llama Caregivers 
and is a current member of the ILR-SD fleece committee. The Ross’s focus 
is on public relations, llama education, helping new or potential owners, 
promoting responsible breeding and responsible selling. They love exposing 
their community to the joy of owning llamas by working with schools, 
churches, festivals, parades, and other community events.  

 

CHARLOTTE SANKEY 

Charlotte lives in NH and has been a GALA member for over 10 years. She 
has a small herd of seven llamas which she loves to hike with as well share 
with the public whenever she can.  She has worked with 4-H youth in both 
the llama project and dairy goat project for over 35 years.  She still main-
tains her connection with 4-H as a current 4-H Resource Leader assisting 
youth where ever she is needed. This is the first GALA conference she has  



 

 

  

 

 

 

STEVE WEINGOLD & DENISE RICHARDS 

Steve and Denise have many years of animal husbandry experience between 
the two of them. A few years after they moved into a small horse farm in 
Johnsonville, NY, they bought their first two llamas from from a neighboring 
farm that they found during a fiber tour of Rensselaer County.  Over the next 
7 years, they and their two children traveled with their llamas to shows, festi-
vals, hikes, 4H events, and other public events enjoying their llamas and edu-
cating the community. When one of their llamas named Zora was struck with 
meningeal worm 5 years ago after skipping her dewormer due to pregnancy, 
they were determined to get her up and moving again. The met up with Lisa 
Hoffmaster, an amazing and energetic physical therapist who has devoted her 
life to rehabilitating animals. Together they worked on Zora using Lisa's tech-
niques and homemade tools such as hoists and carts that were developed as a 
team. Zora is happy and active today. 

 

JERRY WEISGRAU 

Jerry Weisgrau of Staghorn Valley Alpacas in Delanson, New York, raises 
high quality breeding stock and companion alpacas.  Since 1999 he has been 
carefully breeding Huacaya alpacas and developing "Alpacas Things Consid-
ered", his family's farm store offering the finest in alpaca clothing from the 
U.S. and around the world.  Jerry devotes a great deal of time in pre and post 
purchase assistance and education.  He also takes his alpacas to many events 
to educate the public about them.   

 

GAYLE WOODSUM 

Gayle is a writer and speaker with 30 years experience in community organiz-
ing for social change.  She provides executive coaching to nonprofit leaders, 
and has founded, directed and consulted for organizations throughout the 
United States and Canada.  She is winner of the Noyce Award for Nonprofit 
Excellence, the Gloria Steinem National Women of Vision Award, and is 
recipient of a State of Maine Legislative Sentiment.  Llamas came into Gayle’s 
life in the mid 1990s when she moved to the Rocky Mountains and was seek-
ing an alternative to carrying her own heavy backpack into the backcountry.  
Llamas and alpacas have been a core part of her life ever since.   She currently 
lives with and cares for a herd of 54 llamas at Llamas of a Coral Dawn in 
North Park, Colorado, and oversees a boarding herd of 29 llamas in Laramie, 
Wyoming.  Gayle served as a national senior level llama judge for ALSA for 
12 years; is a familiar face as an exhibitor in both halter and performance 
llama show rings; started and ran a 4-H Llama Youth group in Laramie, Wyo-
ming for a half dozen years.  Gayle has been a frequent llama show superin-
tendent including 10 years for the Estes Park Wool Market, the Wyoming 
State Fair, a major special quadruple show event called the Virginia Christen-
sen Llama Classic and the Laramie Llama Festival where Gayle created and 
debuted the Llama Walking Fleece classes that have since become an official 
ALSA point fleece division.  She has served as editor and feature writer for a 
wide variety of llama enthusiast magazines and educational publications.  As 
one of her greatest joys, she continues to spend time in the Rocky Mountain 
backcountry wilderness with llama packing companions.  What gives her lama 
life its greatest meaning, and informs all her work with these animals she 
loves, are Gayle’s efforts in the field of llama and alpaca rescue and long term 
care.  As part of the herd and individual lama rescue work she’s been in-
volved with, Gayle served as the on-the-ground, front line crisis intervention 
and point person for the 2011 Montana Large Animal Sanctuary rescue, the 
biggest large animal sanctuary rescue in history — a cooperative national 
effort that worked to save over 600 starving llamas.  Ten of the most debili-
tated and neglected of those llamas known as the Montana Blues (for the 
colored chalk marking they carried that sent them into a designated hospice 
care area), still live at Coral Dawn.  Gayle is in the midst of writing a book 
about the MLAS llama rescue, called Saving Elizabeth. 
 

 

 

 

helped to plan but comes with conference planning experience as she has 
been an active member of the American Dairy Goat Association since 
1976.  During her time with that organization she has been on several 
committees including their National Show committee and Annual Dairy 
Goat Convention planning committee. 

 

RICHARD SNYDER 

Dick Snyder’s passion is raising llamas, which he has been doing since 
1989.  Many from his herd have competed in llama events at state and 
regional fairs and other venues, garnering many blue ribbons.  Each July, 
hundreds of visitors attend Open Barn Day at Dick’s Foster Hill Farm 
where they tour the farm and walk amongst and learn about llamas. Cur-
rently there are nearly 60 llamas in residence at Foster Hill Farm.   Dick is 
a former Director of the Pennsylvania Llama & Alpaca Association. Alt-
hough Dick is in the retirement phase of life, he continues to be very in-
volved in his community in Milford, Pennsylvania.  He co-owns the histor-
ic Hotel Fauchère and the Historic Milford Schoolhouse and is also the 
owner of Milford Professional Park and Sawkill Business Center.  In addi-
tion, he chairs the Milford Enhancement Committee (which he founded in 
1997) whose goal is to make Milford a better place in which to live, visit 
and do business by improving the streetscapes and public spaces. Through 
the years Dick has served on numerous Boards including the Sutton Area 
Community Association (NYC), Pike County Conservation District (Pa.), 
Historic Preservation Trust of Pike County, Greater Pike Community 
Foundation, Wayne Bank (a community bank in NE Pa.), American Read-
er’s Theater and the Pinchot Institute for Conservation.   In addition, since 
1977 Dick has been active in the fight against multiple sclerosis.  He has 
held a number of leadership positions, including Chair of the National 
Board of Directors of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society (where he is 
currently an Honorary Life Director) and on the Board of the London-
based Multiple Sclerosis International Federation. Born in Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, and raised on a dairy farm near there, Dick graduated from Penn 
State where he received, magna cum laude, a Bachelor of Science degree.  
A certified public accountant, he served in various executive management 
positions until 1991 when he retired from Philip Morris International 
where he was executive vice president, Europe-Middle East-Africa. 

 

CAMELA STEINKE 

Cam is a transplant from Reno, NV.  She has been crocheting since her 
grandmother taught her as a little girl.  She has made projects ranging from 
small snowflakes to full-sized afghans and lace shawls. 

 

CHRIS STULL 

I wish to offer my experience in the way of animal cruelty as I am a Penn-
sylvania Humane Police officer for several counties here in PA.  A PA 
Humane Officer has full police authority as it relates to animals and live-
stock.  Our largest emphasis is on education however when required we 
will conduct a search and seizure as well as prosecution when applicable.  I 
will be available to discuss what constitutes animal cruelty and the steps a 
citizen can take when concerned.  Agency contact information will be 
provided to attendees which they may use for future reference. I have been 
associated with Southeast Llama Rescue since 2000 and presently sit as 
chairperson of the board of directors in addition to a PA adoption coordi-
nator for the southeastern part of the state.  I have 13 llamas, all of which 
were rescues through the years, ranging in age from 12-23. 
 
KAREN TENNEY 

From Cobleskill, NY, has worked with fiber since early chilhood, but 
found her true fiber passion when she accompanied her daughter to 4-H 
club focused on spinning and weaving.  That was 15 years ago, and Karen 
has been weaving, writing about, and selling her textiles ever 
since.  Handwoven magazine published several of Karen's articles about 
towels, scarves, and bead embellishment, and twice chose her work for 
their cover photo.  Karen has sold her work at venues as varied as the 
Fenimore Museum, the New York State Sheep and Wool Festival, the 
Hudson Mohawk Weavers' Guild Show and Sale, the Glimmerglass Opera 
Festival, McGillycuddy's Naturals, and the Mercantile, Beekman 1802.  A 
member of three weaving guilds, Karen continues to learn something 
about weaving with every new project.   



  

 

 

 

 

  

 

2013 GALA FIBER SPIN-OFF CONTEST 
  

This is an excellent opportunity for the inexperienced, as well as the experienced, to learn about the fiber from your animals! 

 This spring, when shearing, remember to collect fiber samples for the spin-off! 
  

Rules for this contest: 

Send in – must be postmarked by September 1, 2013: 
-3 oz. of raw, clean camelid fiber (DO NOT WASH) in a clear plastic bag. 
- Photo of animal. 

- And this entry form, plus a $10 entry fee (per fiber sample).  Make checks payable to GALA. 

Get Back: 
-one 2oz. handspun skein of your yarn from your fiber, a written evaluation of your fiber by a fiber judge, and an evaluation by our talented 

hand spinners. 
  

ENTRY FORM – 2013 GALA Fiber Spin-Off  Contest 

 

Name: _______________________________________________     Farm Name:  ______________________________________________ 

  

Street Address:  ________________________________  City: ___________________  State:_______  Zip: _________________________ 

  

Name of Animal: ___________________________   Animal’s DOB:  ________________              Gender:  M   F   G 

  

Date of Shearing: ______________________  Date of last shearing: ______________________ 

 

SEND FIBER WITH ENTRY FORM AND CHECK (made out to GALA) TO: Judy Ross, 975 Co. Rd. 104, Chesapeake, Ohio 45619   

 

With the success of the  
25th Anniversary GALA  

Photo Calendar,  
we are continuing  
this new tradition!  

 
The 2014 Calendar can be  

ordered on the GALA Conference 
Registration Form –  

which will be coming soon.  

All GALA members are urged to send in photographs of your camelids. As you contemplate photos 
for this calendar, keep in mind scenes and shots that would be appropriate for various months of 

the year. Photos might reflect beauty, humor and, of course, the joys of sharing life with our 
camelid companions!  

 
Photographs to be used in the calendar will be selected by the GALA Calendar Committee. 
Please note that these photos are in addition to our wonderful Conference Photo Contest.  

2014 GALA Photo Calendar 

RULES:  

Maximum of five submissions from each GALA-member farm:                         

     - One per season and one “wildcard” photo.  

Color and Black & White photos are accepted.  
Photos should be submitted electronically:  
     - No photo should be larger than 2 MB.  

     - Photos should be .jpeg or .jpg format – Please no .bmp or .gif files  

Amateur and professional photos are eligible!  

Only GALA Members may submit photos.  

 

Photos are due: SEPTEMBER 15, 2013.  

Photo submissions or questions should be sent to:  

galacalendarphotos@hotmail.com  

By submitting photos to the GALA Calendar, you are granting the 
use of such photos to be used in the GALA Photo Calendar.  

Your submissions are only eligible for one year, and you may re-
submit photos for the next year’s calendar.  

 

If you are unable to submit your photos electronically, contact the 

GALA Photo Calendar Editor at the above email address.  

Don’t Forget ! 
GALA Wants, YOU! 

...AND YOUR PHOTOS .. 
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