
 

 

Minutes Zoom Meeting March 17, 2021 
 
Attending: Steve Silverberg, Andrea Parent-Tibbetts, Katrina Capasso, Deb Gaskill, Chuck 
Leach, Meghan Cormier, Audrey Lee,  Paige McGrath, Pat McKinney, Carol Reigh, Carol 
Millard 
 
Absent: Deb Marcou, Chuck Leach 
 
MEETING MINUTES: Debra Gaskill. The Jan. 27 minutes were corrected to include the May 13 
board meeting, which was omitted.  Motion to accept as corrected by Andrea Parent-Tibbetts; 
seconded by Carol Reigh. Passed unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Carol Millard and Katrina Capasso.  Did well with income from 
membership dues, etc. Expenses were not high, mostly conference expenses. Good net income 
of 8217.76. Final balance of $230,856.98. Payments going to the ANWR suit as appropriate; the 
balance in the account is $3416.46, including transfers from the Go Fund Me account and 
payments to the lawyer in March. Tax day has moved to May 15, but Carol was unsure if that 
was only for personal taxes. Motion to accept by Pat McKinney, seconded by Andrea Parent-
Tibbetts. Passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the move to online Quick Books and collaboration. According to 
Carol Millard, the cost for the program is $12.50 per month for the basic version. There is no 
need for payroll or inventory portions of the program. The reason to go to QuickBooks is to have 
a central location to access the books, as well as have someone else available who can access 
them in the event that becomes necessary. 
 
A motion was made to appoint Carol Millard as a representative of the treasurer until such time 
as a new treasurer is found.  In this position, the Representative could present the financials 
and answer questions at the BOD meetings, review all financial documents, help the Treasurer 
prepare the budget, go to conference if possible, answer financial questions at the Annual 
Meeting, and help with managing the money.  This also requires the approval of the use of the 
online Quickbooks at its simplest lowest cost plan so the Representative can review with the 
Treasurer and to be a second person having access to the financials if needed. Motion to 
accept  by Carol Reigh; seconded by Audrey. Passed unanimously. 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT: Audrey Lee. The study involves natural ways to increase immunity to 
parasite medications through the microbiome. Jane Hamilton Merritt has donated $10,000 of her 
own funds. These dollars are going to used solely for equipment and services. Remaining 
balance requested is $2,784. Carol Reigh requested that the study be reported on at conference 
or through an article in the newsletter. Motion to authorize $2,784 be donated to Tufts University 
research proposal, with presentation of results by Audrey Lee; Carol Reigh seconded. Passed 
unanimously. 
 
ANWAR SUIT: Steve Silverberg. Stan Ebel found some information in the government’s own 
paperwork where they specifically discussed the same issue with pack horses, donkeys, and 
other animals and decided they weren’t going to address the current way they do business. The 
lawyer has forwarded that information to the respondent. A response due March 22 at court 
mandated conference between both parties. 
 
GoFundMe donations are set up to go directly to GALA through direct deposit, according to 
Paige McGrath, with it go directly to pay for legal proceedings. We would not have to refund this 



 

 

money. If we hadn’t set up a place for the money to go, it would have been refunded 
automatically. Katrina Capasso stated there is $3,400 left in the account, having spent $20,000. 
The Go Fund Me account has raised $4,207, according to Katrina. ILR has donated $10,000. 
The government relations account has $33,629 balance. 
 
Paige said the Llamas Association of the Mid Atlantic States (LAMAS) have agreed to disband, 
with the balance of their accounts donation to GALA with a portion going to the legal defense 
fund. The balance is an estimated $10,000-15,000. 
 
Katrina Capasso said there has been $30,790 spent so for on the suit. 
 
If this goes to court following the March 22 meeting he will call an emergency meeting to decide 
how to proceed, according to Steve Silverberg.  GALA could be looking at a potential $100,000 
a year for legal costs. 
 
Paige said we are still waiting for an article to be released by Axios, possibly in the next week. 
Possibly need to take this issue to the media to spark interest.  
 
CONFERENCE 2021: Deb Gaskill and Paige McGrath. The committee met for two to three days 
in mid-February in Charlottesville. The fiber room is complete, an additional space has been 
secured for vendor space with space for up to 15 vendor. Niki Kuklenski is bringing a photo 
display for the Old Timers Reunion and Barb was considering asking Meghan Cormier to add a 
vintage category to the annual photo contest. Meghan said they are making it work.  
 
Every one of the sessions have been knocked out, including one on towing, which is aimed at 
new owners and women. Area truck dealerships have been approached to sponsor the event 
and bring their trucks; Paige is going to talk to Gore trailers about bringing a gooseneck and a 
bumper pull trailer to the event. Have talked with the CVB for itineraries and things to do for 
members and the reunions. Updated sponsorship forms have been sent to Jane Hamilton-
Merritt and will be in the next newsletter. Vendor forms have not yet been put together, Paige 
said, but will be soon. 
 
Andrea Parent-Tibbetts made a motion to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.; Paige seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
  
  


