
 

Board of Director’s Zoom Meeting  
May 13, 2021 

Attending: Steve Silverberg, Andrea Parent-
Tibbetts, Debra Gaskill, Meghan Cormier, 
Audrey Lee, Pat McKinney, Carole Reigh, 
Carol Millard, Deb Marcou. 

Absent: Katrina Capasso, Chuck Leach, 
Paige McGrath 

The meeting was called to order at 8 p.m. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Debra Gaskill presented the minutes with minor 
corrections. Audrey Lee made a motion to accept; Pat McKinney seconded. 
Passed unanimously. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Carol Millard presented the financial reporters. 
Audit report shows no significant issues and follows general accounting 
principals. The tax return has been filed and a $108 payment made from 
income on newsletter advertising. Audrey made a motion to accept the 
report as presented; Pat McKinney seconded. Passed unanimously. 

No profit and loss statement presented because of transition to online 
Quickbooks. Carol Millard discovered basic version will not allow multiple 
users nor prepare a budget for us. Will increase cost to $40 a month for 
multiple users. Budget preparation increases to $70/month. Desktop 
version is $200 but must be renewed every couple years. With its assets, 
GALA should possibly consider hiring a bookkeeper on a stipend. Carol 
Reigh asked if there were any Quickbooks competitors that was less 
expensive. Carol Millard stated Quickbooks is a proven program. 

Deb Marcou stressed the need for a new treasurer as soon as possible. 
Carol Millard suggested an email blast or newsletter advertising for that 
position as well as a newsletter advertising coordinator, since we don’t 
know members occupations. Steve Silverberg state he will reach out and 
get something started. 



* Following the board meeting, on June 7, a motion was made by Carol 
Reigh and seconded by Deb Gaskill to accept Kaitlyn Lewis as the new 
Treasurer for GALA. The Board unanimously voted in favor of 
acceptance, in accordance with Section 5.8 of the GALA bylaws. 

ANWR SUIT UPDATE: Steve Silverberg said federal response to our 
motion was to see us in court. Proposed trail schedule, which pushes the 
entire case into August or September. Stan Ebel found 24 documents that 
are contradictory to government claims that they didn’t have the science 
when they did. The potential cost for going forward with the case is $80,000 
but will include presenting those contradictory documents. Something will 
be presented in writing regarding these documents but no solid information 
yet. There is $2,700 left in the legal defense fund. 

RESEARCH PROJECT UPDATE: Audrey Lee clarified it was the intent of 
Dr. Bedeniece to present an interim written report for the newsletter or talk 
at the 2022 conference. Steve Silverberg requested a timeline for the 
project. 

CONFERENCE UPDATE: Debra Gaskill reported Leigh Barnett will head 
up the vendor section and an in person committee meeting was planned 
soon. 

PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Steve Silverberg reported Paige McGrath has asked 
about establishing a PayPal account for GALA. It would make it much 
easier to pay for advertising, membership, conference registration and 
other items. Carol Millard stated that GALA uses PayPal currently for 
auction items, but would need an email account for other uses and the 
ability to determine where each item would go. Such an account could 
possibly could cost us several thousand a year, she said, at 2 percent per 
transaction.  

DIRECTORY: Meghan Cormier liked the idea of listing member 
occupations in the directory, as well as emergency lodging for animals by 
putting a small symbol beside their names. Currently the directory lists 
lifetime members with a small llama logo. 

ADVERTISING COORDINATOR: Katrina Capasso has also resigned from 
the advertising coordinator position. The newsletter committee has been 
designated to fill that position. Deb Gaskill says the position involves 



actively soliciting for other ads, contacting current advertising to see if they 
want to continue their ads when they expire. The ideal candidate would be 
willing to talk to strangers, detail oriented, organized and  deadline driven. 

NEXT MEETING July 15. 

Motion to adjourn made by Deb Marcou at 9:04 p.m. and seconded by 
Carol Reigh. Passed unanimously.   


